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Then, says the eldest, I am sure he will never rest, till he brings it about again; for he is strangely intent upon it.
Let that be as pleases God, I will be wholly neuter, says the youngest sister.
Some time after this discourse, the father, having some occasion, for his health, went down to the Bath, and taking all his daughters with Mm, they continued there some months; in which time they contracted an acquaintance with a lady and her two daughters, who came thither from Hampshire. The old lady had been a widow of a gentleman of quality, by whom she had had two daughters, but was now married to an eminent clergyman in the country where she lived ; and they were all together at the Bath, and lodged in the same apartments with these ladies.
It happened one day after dinner, talking freely together about marrying religious husbands and wives, the eldest daughter, as what is always much upon the mind, will be, in proportion, much upon the tongue, insisted in discourse upon the misery of unequal matches, and how unhappy it was, either to husband or wife, when a religious, pious, sincere Christian, whether man or woman, was married to another, who had no sense of religion; and she gives a long account of a relation of their father's, but without naming their aunt, how good a husband she had in all other respects, how comfortably and pleasantly they lived, but only for that one thing; and then she told them, still without naming anybody, how many odd tricks sir James served his lady, and the like.
Well, madam, says the old clergyman, I can tell you such a story of a lady in our county, as I believe you never heard the like ; I do not know the woman, says the doctor, but I know the gentleman